6th grade Math
Detailed Class Procedures & Math Syllabus

2014-2015 School Year

Team:  Georgetown
      Welcome to 6th grade math!   I’m excited for another great year, and am looking forward to getting to know you and your child this school year!  The purpose of this math syllabus is to give a detailed description of what you and your child can expect in math this school year including daily materials, class policies, grading procedures, and math objectives for 6th grade. 

My Contact Information:
Mrs. Crooch, Room 1327


Phone:  918-357-8027







E-mail:  crooch.jennifer@unionps.org
     

My daily plan time is:  10:55 – 12:00 p.m. 

(I can be easily reached during this time)
     
Daily Materials List:
· ”VIB”: The “very important binder”.  This binder should have a pencil   pouch and should carry all supplies needed for classes and agenda.
· Pencils, mechanical pencils are encouraged.  Pen cannot be used for math.
· 2 composition notebooks. (Please make sure they are 100 pages)

· Package of “loose leaf” lined notebook paper (no spirals)

· Colored pencils (occasionally needed for math activities)

· 2 glue sticks

· Red pens 

*PLEASE NOTE THAT SUPPLIES MAY NEED TO BE REPLENISHED THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR.  PLEASE CHECK IN WITH YOUR CHILD PERIODICALLY TO SEE IF SUPPLIES ARE NEEDED.
Textbooks:

· All students will be issued a math book that will be kept at home.  Students are responsible for the textbook once it has been issued.  Students must turn this textbook at the end of the school year in the same condition as it was when issued--minus normal wear and tear.  Any textbooks damaged and ruled unusable must be paid for.  Replacing the math book costs approximately $65.00.  Students will not need to transport their math textbooks from home and school each day, as a class set will be used during the school day.  Students need to come to school prepared with their VIB which will store their supplies for all classes, and they will need to bring their composition books to math class daily.  Their daily work will be stored in the composition books.  They will bring this home for homework, when assigned, and it needs to be complete and brought back to school in time for math class the following day.
Class Policy:  

· Our team rules are: 1.  Be respectful.  2.  Be responsible.  3.  Be a person of integrity.  Students who do not obey our team rules will have disciplinary consequences.  Please make sure to read the team syllabus that was sent home the first day of school, as well as the school policy in the student agenda.
· Tardiness is distracting and non-productive.  Students should be in their seats by the beginning of class, and are not to put away their material or leave their seats until class is dismissed.  With the workload this class requires, it is essential that no time be wasted.  Math lab activities require a serious and concentrated approach and students that behave otherwise will be assigned a zero on the lab session.  No electronic devices (cell phones, I-pods; etc.), are allowed in class.
Discipline Policy:
· Please read the student handbook regarding school and district policies on pages 9-58 of the student agenda.  Discipline depends on the severity of the situation.  Some behavior may need an immediate write up, immediate discipline, or meeting with the school principal depending on the nature of the situation.

· My classroom discipline policy is as follows:

1:  If a student displays minor disruptive or inappropriate behavior, I will personally discuss this with the student as necessary, discuss how to correct the behavior, and they will be issued a verbal warning.
2:  If the behavior continues to be a problem, a parent will be contacted.  

3:  If the behavior persists, the student will serve after school detention.  There is no bus service with detention.  Students will need to be picked up at the school after detention is over.  If the situation is more severe, according to school policy in the agenda, students will be referred to our school principal, Mrs. Fuentes.   Mrs. Fuentes will determine the consequence appropriate for the disruptive behavior.  Disruptive, inappropriate or un-safe behavior will not be tolerated, as it interferes with the learning environment and safety of our classroom.

Daily Classroom Routine:
· Each student is greeted at the door when entering the classroom.  Students have 4 minutes to prepare for class by having all supplies needed, sharpening pencils, and getting out homework.  Students need to bring all supplies to class each day.
· Students are expected to take care of personal matters during class change.  If students are going to be late, they need to check in with me first and will need a pass from school staff.
· The daily agenda is expected to be written down each day in the student agenda by each student.  This is where students will write down their homework, projects, and other important information.
· Each student has about 5 minutes to complete the daily 10 math problems on the board, or what we call “D-10”.  Occasionally, I will take a grade on these problems out of 40 points.  They are all review problems that they have seen in 5th grade.  The purpose of these problems is to help the students to review important math skills, as well as get their minds geared toward math. 

· Students will have opportunities to work with other classmates on “team work” activities and math lab activities in addition to their individual paper and pencil assignments.  Students are expected to actively participate in these activities and are expected to conduct themselves appropriately, or points will be taken off from their activity grade. 

· Students will keep all work and notes in their math journal (composition notebook).  Keeping up with this notebook is very important in this class.  Periodically, I check math journals for a participation grade.  We will use one of the composition books for 1st semester, and the 2nd for next semester.
· Students will work problems once our lesson study is complete.  Students may or may not have assignments or homework every day depending on the lesson and class activities that may follow the lesson.  Students will have homework when their assignment is not completed in class.  If students use their class work time wisely, they may not have homework each day.  It is the students’ responsibility to keep up with their assignments and homework and their due dates in their agenda.  Students typically will not have math homework on Fridays.   Fridays will be math master days and group problem solving days.
· Students are required to write all problems assigned and show all work necessary to complete the problems in a neat, easy to read manner.  I will model what is expected on our first several assignments of the year.
· Beginning in September, it is required that each student in the 6th grade center will begin taking timed math fact quizzes every other Friday.  We call these quizzes “math masters”.  1st Semester:  36 multiplication facts are to be completed by on level math students in 3 minutes, and advanced students should complete in 2 minutes.  (2nd quarter we will begin 1 minute for advanced math, and 2 minutes for on-level.)  2nd Semester:  36 division facts are to be completed by advanced students in 3 minutes, and 4 minutes for on-level.  (4th quarter we will switch to 2 minutes and 3 minutes, respectively)  Students are able to make up points after the timed quiz if they write each missed problem 5 times each on the back of their math masters paper.  It is their responsibility to turn these corrections in to their class hour basket by the Monday following math masters.
Late Work and Make-up Work Policy:

· Late work may be accepted the following day for partial credit.  The third day, it is recorded as a “zero” and cannot be made up.
· I encourage all parents to sign up for Parent Online.  This will help you to see current grades in all classes and any missing assignments in classes.  All math work should be completed to ensure that students receive the information needed to be successful this year and in their future math classes.
· For each day absent, students are allowed one day to make up work.  If students are absent on a day that an assignment is due, but were in class the day it was assigned, assignments will be due upon return to class.  It is the student’s responsibility to get their make-up work out of the absent work area designated in the classroom.  
· It is the student’s responsibility to turn in all late and absent work to me.  I will not ask for late or absent work.  If it is not turned into me the following day, it will be recorded as a zero and cannot be made up.
Heading Papers:
· Most assignments will be kept in the math journal.  All quizzes and tests will be on loose leaf paper and kept on file at school after students have reviewed them.  Students must label their papers with their MLA heading. The title of the quiz/test is to be listed on the first blue line of the notebook paper.  Any paper turned in without a name could result in points off from their score for the assignment, quiz, or test.

Grading Policy:
· Daily work is typically worth 10 points.  If students complete all problems and display their best effort on the assignment, they will receive a 10/10.  After we have worked on a skill for a longer time, percentage grades will be taken on how many students got correct on a scale of 1-10.  Quizzes are worth 40 points, tests are worth 100 points, and bi-monthly math master’s fact quizzes are worth 36 points.
Grading Scale:
90-100 A
  80-89 B       
70-79 C     
60-69 D     
59 or below F
6th Grade Math Essential Skills: Students must pass the following objectives:
· Multiplying Decimals

· Dividing Decimals

· Order of Operations

· Multiplying Fractions

· Dividing Fractions

· Unit Rate and Ratio Concepts

· Fraction, Decimal, Percent Conversions

· Master Working with Area and Circumference Formulas

· Adding, Subtracting, Multiplying and Dividing Integers

· Solving One-Step Equations

· Coordinate Plane (locating quadrants, information and points on a graph)
Progress Reports, Report Cards, and Conferences:

· Progress reports will be mailed home the first quarter, and a paper copy will be sent home 2nd , 3rd, and 4th quarter.  

· Parent-Teacher conferences are held in October and March each year.  You will be contacted only if the team teachers feel a conference is necessary.

· Report cards are sent home 1st semester, and are mailed to the home 2nd semester.

Mrs. Crooch 6th Grade Math
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I have received a copy, and understand procedures for Georgetown 6th grade math.
__________________________           ______________________
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Student Signature

__________________________
______________________

Parents Signature
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Please feel free to contact me as needed throughout the school year.  I welcome any suggestions you may have in our combined effort to make your middle schooler’s year as meaningful and productive as possible, and am dedicated to help all students achieve their personal best.  Thank you for your continued support, I am looking forward to another great year!  

( Mrs. Crooch
